[Induction chemotherapy using vinorelbine, cisplatin, and UFT in advanced pharyngeo-laryngeal carcinomas: results of a phase II study].
To evaluate the results of an induction chemotherapy protocol with Vinorelbine, UFT and Cisplatin (UFTVP). 93 patients with laryngo-pharyngeal squamous cell carcinoma in stage III or IV were prospectively entered into a protocol to receive four cycles of UFTVP. Responders followed definitive radiation therapy. Nonresponders underwent conventional surgery with postoperative radiation. Following chemotherapy nodal response (complete in 28% and partial in 33%) was less than that the primary site (complete in 60% and partial in 30%), p = 0.002. With a median follow-up of 62 months, the Kaplan-Meier 5-year survival was 45%. Successful larynx preservation was achieved in 50% of patients with laryngeal cancer and in 29% of patients with hypopharyngeal cancer. Lymph node metastases and pharyngeal localization were found to be significant negative factors with regards to survival. UFTVP is an active regime of chemotherapy in advanced squamous cell carcinoma of the pharynx and larynx. Results differ according to the localization, having significantly better rates of survival and organ preservation in the laryngeal cancers that in those of the pharynx.